HONORING TRADITION.
AND BUILDING NEW LEGACIES.
Impact Report 2017-2018

Dear Alumni and Friends,
Our 2017-2018 fiscal year began with the rededication of the Belk Chapel and ended
with a record number of Queens Fund contributors. I am delighted to share this report
highlighting those and other remarkable milestones made possible by your support of
Queens University of Charlotte.
I wish we had space to share all of the stories that show the impact of our donors’
philanthropy over the past year. Through just a few examples on the pages that follow, you
will see how your generosity is changing lives and inspiring others to support expansion
projects, student scholarships, athletic programs and more.
At Queens, we enjoy a longstanding tradition of support from our loyal alumni and their
families, who continue to give back in so many ways. Our more recent graduates are also
giving back to support their alma mater as their lives and careers move forward. Others
who are not alumni, but have been touched by Queens in other ways, are generously
sharing their expertise and resources.
Our gratitude to all of our donors cannot be overstated. Thank you for the many ways
you support our students and the Queens commitment to academic excellence,
athletic achievement and community involvement.

Pamela Davies, Ph.D.
President

2017-2018 Giving By the Numbers

Giving By Area
1% Faculty

$12,669,488

Total giving

2% Athletics
13% Other

29% Scholarships

4,081 Individuals gave
to Queens

55% Buildings
& Grounds

$10,565,871 Given by 629
donors who give $1,500 or
more to Queens

“When I came from Spain to go to college in the U.S., my goal was to get a good education and play the sport I
love, soccer. Through a combination of academic and athletic scholarships, I was able to put all my time and
effort into being the best I could be in the classroom and on the soccer field. For that, I will forever be thankful
to Queens and its community.”
—Juan Carlos Carrillo ’17
Medical researcher with plans to pursue degrees in biomedical engineering

HEART. HISTORY.
AND A SPIRITUAL HOME.
The recent renovation of the Belk Chapel, which now includes
the Davies Center for Faith and Outreach, has made it an even
more fitting place for prayer, worship, spiritual growth, campus
gatherings, community outreach and of course – weddings.
Built in 1950, the chapel is considered the heart of the Queens
campus, reflecting the school’s Presbyterian roots. Thanks to our
donors, it continues to be a place of welcome and respite for
students, faculty, staff, alumni and visitors.

“The new Davies Center for Faith and Outreach has had a huge
impact on our Room in the Inn program. Each week throughout the
winter, the chapel hosts six homeless neighbors. With the renovations,
they now have more privacy and a shower in the building, and there’s
a full-size kitchen where students prepare dinner and breakfast for
our guests. Belk Chapel also provides space for our religious and
spiritual clubs to meet, reflect and be in fellowship.”
—Joey Haynes ’11, Interim Chaplain

Oscar and Heide Groomes were
new to Charlotte in 2007 and
married in Belk Chapel. In honor
of their 10th wedding anniversary,
Oscar surprised Heide with a special
gift – a prayer room in her name at
the newly renovated chapel.

16

weddings
in the
past year

26

weddings
planned for the
coming year

“When we moved to Charlotte, we had no idea what a jewel our new city had in Queens. Several years ago,
we met President Davies and decided to become more involved. We joined the Board of Visitors and the
Learning Society. When I learned that the chapel was being renovated, I wanted to honor my wife with a
gift to this wonderful university that we both love. Knowing that brides will use the Heidemarie Groomes
Prayer Room to prepare for their weddings makes it even more special to us.”
								
							
—Oscar Groomes, Executive Committee member, The Learning Society

A HERITAGE OF GIVING.

“I see supporting the Norman Scholarship and the

The Gertrude M. Norman Scholarship was established
in 1957 by Elizabeth Norman Whitaker in honor of her
mother, a graduate of the Presbyterian College for
Women, a predecessor to Queens. Today, Gertrude
Norman’s grandchildren continue to fund the scholarship
in her name.
The most recent student to benefit from the Norman
scholarship was Megan Weeks, who graduated this year
with a B.S. degree in Biology, minored in Physics and
was active in the Tri-Beta biology honor society. She
completed a senior capstone project exploring options
other than antibiotics to control bacterial infections and
presented her research at two science conferences.

Queens Fund as a true privilege, not an annual
obligation. I could not have attended Queens
without financial assistance, so I understand what
scholarships mean to our students and our school.
Just as others invested in me, it is my hope that the
bright, capable scholarship recipients that I’ve come
to know will ‘pay it forward’ in the years to come.”

—Parker Norman Call ’68
Granddaughter of Gertrude Melchor Norman ’07

“Without the Norman scholarship, I would most likely have enrolled at a
larger state school and missed out on the benefits of attending a small
liberal arts college. After I met Parker in my sophomore year, she
encouraged me in my schooling and also motivated me to one day
be able to follow in her footsteps and pass along the gift I received.
After gaining some clinical experience, I plan to attend medical
school and become a doctor.”
—Megan Weeks ’18

Pictured L to R: Bill Whitaker, Megan
Weeks and Parker Norman Call

AND NEW COMMITMENTS.
Jay ’92 and Staci McBride ’92 received scholarships as Queens students and are
“paying it forward” by establishing the McBride Yes/And Scholarship – even as
they are saving for their own children’s college education.

“Jay and I share a deep love for Queens. We met as freshmen, began our
learning journey together and made lifelong friends along the way. We
were also both very fortunate to receive significant scholarships. Our
commitment to join the President’s Leadership Circle will enable students
to focus on learning and pursue their own “Yes/And” story without a
large financial burden.”
— Staci McBride ’92

98%
of traditional undergraduates
receive merit or need-based
scholarships.

$1,233,443

64 MEMBERS

raised in scholarship
endowment.

of the Presidential Leadership
Circle gave $10,000 or more to
annual scholarships.

RECENTLY GRADUATED. AND GIVING BACK.
When our students graduate, Queens goes with them – even those who end up halfway
around the world. Quinn Ryder ’15 was a transfer student who made the most of his time at
Queens, athletically and academically. That experience inspired him to give back all the way
from Tokyo, Japan, with a designated gift to the Track and Field team.

“Queens encompasses everything I’ve come to expect from an institution of
higher learning, one that consistently draws the most out of its students,
faculty and alumni. It makes me want to keep climbing, not for fear of what
lies below, but for the promise of what lies ahead. I have every intention of
continuing to give to a place that gave me so much.”
— Quinn Ryder ’15, Young Alumni Leadership Donor
Managing Director, Active Concepts Japan

“Quinn’s gift goes specifically toward establishing a physical record board
where team and individual athletic achievements can be recognized and
celebrated on campus. His generous donation highlights the impact
that alumni can have on our athletic as well as academic programs at
Queens, in ways that will benefit our students for years to come.”
— Jim Vahrenkamp, Director, Cross Country/Track and Field

Student athletes at Queens
ended the 2017-2018 academic
year with an average
cumulative GPA of 3.24.

#QUNITED

One-day giving campaign on March 20, 2018

“Our shared love for travel and adventure
came, in large part, from the people we
met during our time at Queens. We were
consistently challenged to be more global in
our way of thinking. We give to the Queens
Fund so that more students can have the
same opportunities we had – to experience
life outside of a ‘bubble’ and appreciate other
places and cultures around the world.”
—Christine Arnold Burton ’08 and Nick Burton ’07

525 DONORS
in the classes of 2008-2017
gave $30,051 and 52 firsttime donors gave this year.

$230,485

1,211

$137

RAISED

GIFTS

AVERAGE GIFT
AMOUNT

MEMORIES FROM THE PAST.
AND A CHALLENGE FOR THE FUTURE.
In celebration of their 50th reunion, 10 members* of the class of 1968 pledged to donate a combined
$100,00 if 50 percent of their class would give to the Queens Fund. Their challenge was met when the
class exceeded that goal. The Reunion Challenge has become an integral part of the celebration for
other classes as well.
*Debbie Butler Bryan, Parker Norman Call, Pat Bagg Cole, Mary Lane Ellison, Sandy Glock Harrington, Jean Angell
Hatfield, Penny Birdsall Hofmann, Betsy Edwards Leonard, Janie Hamilton Radcliffe and an anonymous classmate.

$308,030 received from all
reunion classes

The children of Roxana Mebane Atwood ’58 surprised her
with a special reunion keepsake – a Queens scholarship
in her name. They knew it would be the perfect gift,
as Roxana is a long-time Queens supporter and an
Albright Legacy Society member.

“We were honored to celebrate our mother’s devotion to
her college through this scholarship gift. Queens was
instrumental in nurturing her desire to serve and
empowering her with the confidence to pursue her
aspirations. We thank Queens for the opportunity to
honor her by helping a new generation of students
realize their own dreams.”
—Mebane Atwood Boyd and Harry Atwood

“The excellent education I received at Queens shaped my values
and world view, and I am privileged to witness the university’s
impact on the students of today. I have been greatly impressed by
the intentional transition toward diversity of students, faculty

6

new Albright
members, 413 total

and courses. I consider it an opportunity and a joy to make
a small contribution to the university’s ongoing development
through an estate gift.”
—Roxana Atwood ’58
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