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The future  starts  now.



Over more than a century of growth from a liberal arts college into a thriving    

 university, Queens has been rooted in the arts. Regardless of the disciplines 

our students pursue or the skills they seek, no education is complete without 

the arts experience. The arts foster creativity, teach diligence and focus, and 

help students push their boundaries.  

We present cultural enrichment opportunities and arts learning experiences 

regularly, with a tradition of inviting top artists, musicians, and authors to 

Queens. We also share our students’ and faculty’s creative works and talents 

with the Charlotte community. Our galleries showcase the best of their artistry 

and imagination. Their writings and public readings give a voice to their 

creativity and viewpoints. And their choral and instrumental concerts draw 

large audiences of music lovers to our campus.

We are poised to elevate Queens’ prominence within the Charlotte cultural 

scene with the soon-to-open Sarah Belk Gambrell Center for Arts and Civic 

Engagement as a backdrop.  

We believe in the power of the arts to engage, inspire and heal communities 

and change lives. For a university, the arts are our identity. We value the arts at 

Queens, and our new spaces on campus will help us demonstrate that value to 

our community.

  

We invite you to join us in the next chapter of our ongoing commitment to the 

arts, as an inaugural member supporting Arts at Queens. THE ARTS AT QUEENS 
ARE THRIVING. CHARLOTTE 

IS TAKING NOTICE. Siu Challons-Lipton
Executive Director  
Department of Art, 
Design and Music

Sara Henley
Director
Sarah Belk Gambrell Center for 
Arts and Civic Engagement



ARTS AT QUEENS MEMBERSHIP
TAKING THE LEAD. AND LIGHTING THE WAY.
Arts at Queens presents more than 40 visual, literary and performing arts 
programs annually for our students and the community, free of charge. These 
opportunities are made possible in part by membership support. 

Beginning in 2020, our members’ generous contributions will lead the way for 
acclaimed performers and artists to come to Queens for four ticketed Spotlight 
Series programs each year. Large audiences of arts patrons will experience world-
class performances in the Gambrell Center and on our beautiful Queens campus. 
All programs directly enhance student learning through master craft classes, 
guest artist Q&A sessions, or other experiences that will inspire our students, 
connecting them to notable practicing artists and professionals beyond Queens.

Annual Membership: $1,500 ($1,125 tax-deductible)
July 1 – June 30, for two individuals

Benefits:

Two tickets to all four Spotlight Series events, with priority seating and parking 
in an adjacent lot, a members-only reception before each performance and 
recognition in the printed programs

Invitation to an annual Arts at Queens preview party, announcing Spotlight  
Series guest artists and other programs for the coming season

Personal engagement opportunities with guest, faculty and student  
artists throughout the year 

For the 2019-2020 inaugural season, annual members will receive 
tickets for two Spotlight programs, beginning with the Gambrell 
Center opening in February 2020. In appreciation of our Inaugural 
Season members’ dedication to Arts at Queens, our 2019-2020 
annual members will receive:

“Take your seat” privilege to name one seat in the 
Gambrell Center’s new Sandra Levine Theatre 

Meet and greet reception with new Queens 
President Daniel G. Lugo in fall 2019

Exclusive members-only backstage tour and 
cocktail reception at the Gambrell Center 
in late fall 2019

Underwriting Opportunities
From the construction of a new wood-burning kiln, to commissioning a kinetic 
sculpture that hangs in a place of pride, to sponsoring an unforgettable musical 
performance or literary reading in a genre of your choosing, there are many ways 
to underwrite programs for Arts at Queens. 

We look forward to working with our members to identify these unique 
opportunities and passion projects. 

“As a teacher, I don’t think the world needs 

more wood-fire potters, but I’m sure that we 

need more people who understand the value 

of a long process. We don’t need more bravado 

about the singular sacrifice of an artist, but we 

do need groups of people working together to 

solve problems that are greater than what one 

person could solve alone.”

Denny Gerwin, Associate Professor, 
Art, Design & Music Department and 
ceramic artist



The Philharmonix: The Vienna Berlin Music Club performance 
celebrates Charlotte Concerts’ 90-year legacy of musical performances 
and arts education in Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. During their 
visit, Philharmonix will engage with Queens music students in one-
on-one interactions.  

The music ensemble Philharmonix: The Vienna Berlin Music Club will perform 

a lively mix of classical, jazz, klezmer, Latin and pop music “with a dash of pure 

musical passion.” Philharmonix brings together three members of the Vienna 

Philharmonic, two Berlin Philharmonic soloists, an Austrian pianist and a singing 

violinist for a rollicking musical feast. 

Their unique style is summed up in their golden rule: “Anything goes, as long as 

it’s fun.”  Their concerts are infused with humor and spontaneity, allowing them 

to move seamlessly from the sublime to the ridiculous and back, taking their 

audience along for the ride.

The members of the ensemble come together only when they are inspired by a 

new musical idea. That, they say, is how they capture the “you had to be there” 

effect, which turns a casual audience member into a passionate fan. 

Presented by:

Sutton Foster will take the stage at the Sandra Levine Theatre at the 
opening celebration for the Sarah Belk Gambrell Center for Arts and 
Civic Engagement. She will sing Broadway selections from her many 
award-winning roles. During her visit, she will spend time with 
Queens students, answering their questions about her life and career 
in musical theater and in television.

Sutton Foster is an award-winning actor, singer and dancer who has performed 

in 11 Broadway shows and originated roles in the Broadway productions of 

The Drowsy Chaperone, Little Women, Young Frankenstein, Shrek The Musical, 

and her Tony Award-winning performances in Anything Goes and Thoroughly 

Modern Millie. In fall 2020, Foster will star opposite Hugh Jackman on Broadway 

as Marian in the revival of Music Man. 

She was first seen on television on Star Search at age 15, and has more recently 

appeared in “Bunheads”, “Psych”, “Law and Order SVU” and “Royal Pains”. She 

currently stars in the television series “Younger” alongside Hillary Duff. 

As a solo artist, Sutton has performed all over the country as well as 

internationally with her musical director Michael Rafter. She has graced the 

stages of Carnegie Hall, Feinstein’s, Lincoln Center’s American Songbook series, 

Joe’s Pub and many others.

Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020
Friday, April 17, 2020

INAUGURAL SPOTLIGHT SERIES

PHILHARMONIX: 
The Vienna Berlin 
Music Club 

An Evening with

SUTTON FOSTER 
The Gambrell Center 
Opening Celebration 



BUILDING ON OUR LEGACY:
PERFORMANCES AND WORKSHOPS FROM OUR PAST.
For decades, Queens has hosted highly acclaimed conductors, musicians, 
dancers, vocalists, visual artists, authors and poets, from our region and 
around the world. They have generously shared their artistic passion, 
techniques and experience with our students, inspiring careers and lifelong 
pursuits in the arts.

THE CHARLOTTE 
CONCERTS LEGACY FUND 

For 90 years, Charlotte Concerts 
has presented world-renowned 
performing artists to local 
audiences and supported arts 
education programs in schools 
and the community. The legacy 
of Charlotte Concerts will now 
continue through a partnership 
with Queens.

The Charlotte Concerts 
Legacy Fund will support 
the commitment of the Art, 
Design and Music Department 
at Queens to creative literacy, 
arts collaboration and outreach 
to K–12 students and greater 
Charlotte. It will provide an annual 
scholarship for a graduate of 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
in pursuit of a music degree, and 
offer underwriting support as 
the presenting sponsor for one 
Spotlight Series performance per 
year.

Charlotte Concerts has a rich 
heritage of presenting world-class 
artists. Queens is proud to partner 
with this esteemed organization 
and carry on its longstanding 
tradition through the Charlotte 
Concerts Legacy Fund.2009 Elizabeth Strout, Pulitzer 

Prize-winning author and 
founding MFA faculty

1980 Antonia Brico, conductor1970 Birgit Finnilä, opera singer

2006 Judy Chicago, artist and 
educator

2008 Leon Fleisher, pianist 
and conductor1964 Suzushi Hanayagi and Kimio Eto, Japanese 

dancer and kotoist



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE:
A NEW CENTER FOR CREATIVITY AND THE ARTS.
The Sarah Belk Gambrell Center for Arts and Civic Engagement, set to open in 
early 2020, will put the cultural arts scene at Queens in the limelight.

It will be a place for learning—as one faculty member said, “where the smell of 
paint will blend with the sound of violins, to create an atmosphere of bold, artistic 
innovation.” Art classrooms, studios and galleries, once scattered across the 
campus, will come together in one creative space. Interdisciplinary classes will link 
poetry with painting, music with graphic design. 

It will be a place for people—our students, faculty and staff, as well as our Charlotte 
community—to enjoy and appreciate the arts. And it will be a place to showcase 
artistic talent, from poetry readings to performances by world-class musicians to 
exhibitions like The Marginalia Archive. 

Alumna Molly Springfield’s The Marginalia Archive is an 
interactive installation examining relationships between 
readers and texts. The source material—contemporary 
examples of marginalia (readers’ annotations)—is collected 
into a functioning archive that viewers can browse and 
contribute to during the exhibition. 

Springfield has had thirteen national and international 
solo exhibitions and numerous museum exhibitions. Her 
work is included in private and public collections including 
the permanent collections of the Whitney Museum of 
American Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020 through April 2020

Bank of America Gallery and Loevner Gallery, 

Gambrell Center for Arts and Civic Engagement

ARTIST MOLLY SPRINGFIELD ’99
The Marginalia Archive



For more information, please contact Sara Henley at
henleys@queens.edu or 704.337.2466




