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“Participating in The Learning 
Society event with Dan 
Buettner was a highlight of my 
time at Queens University...

The discussion and his book gave me real-world experiences 
to examine through my newly developing lens of Healthcare 
Administration and public policy. The event also provided an 
opportunity for public speaking and networking with various industry 
professionals and students of other disciplines. I am so grateful for 
the opportunities and experiences Queens University of Charlotte 
provides to richen the educational experience for students."

– Danielle J. Fowler ’24
Master of Health Administration

Pictured 3rd from right

Since 1988, The Learning Society 
has brought leading thinkers and 
doers to our doorstep, broadening 

our worldview through face-to-face, 
unfiltered dialogue. Thanks to our 
members’ commitment and generosity, 
the semiannual series extends far beyond 
the auditorium. The guest lecturer’s impact 
at the podium is magnified by weeks of 
student engagement and immersion in the 
speaker’s topic, viewpoint and background. 
Upon arrival to Charlotte, the speaker 
engages first with Queens’ students in an 
on-campus discussion prior to the public, 
community event. 



Two Lecture Events 
•	 Two tickets with seating in reserved member section for each lecture
•	 VIP parking
•	 Invitation to attend pre- and post-lecture receptions
•	 Special photo line with speakers (as permitted by speaker) 
•	 Invitations to Learning Society events throughout the season

Member Salon
•	 Intimate gathering of members engaging with community thought 

leaders on a hyper-local topic 

Member Cocktail
•	 Annual membership party with cocktails and conversation 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
for two individuals

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE

$1,750
total cost per year

$5,000
total cost per year

$1,275
tax deductible

$4,375
tax deductible

Membership Includes:

President's Circle Includes:

All Member Benefits plus: 
•	 Premier reserved seating at lectures
•	 Invitation to the President’s Circle intimate pre-lecture cocktail 

reception with speaker
•	 Brief meet and greet with speaker in advance of lecture
•	 Opportunity to have speaker book signed in person
•	 Private car transportation to and from the Sandra Levine Theatre 

EXPANDING OUR VIEW & ENGAGING 
OUR STUDENTS
Our members make it possible to bring 
dynamic speakers to Queens and the Charlotte 
community and broaden their impact through 
student-centered learning opportunities.

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE 
TODAY AT QUEENS.EDU/LEARNINGSOCIETY. 
Questions about joining or corporate sponsorships? 
Please contact Carolyn Stone by emailing 
LearningSociety@queens.edu or calling 704-337-2559. 



CONNECTED TO STUDENT LEARNING 
The interfaith community at Queens University fosters connection, curiosity, 
and growth on campus. The Belk Chapel Davies Fellowship offers experiences for 
students who are committed to exploring religious and spiritual life at Queens 
and beyond. As Belk Chapel Davies Fellows, students learn in both academic and 
co-curricular (outside of the classroom) settings, serve as campus leaders, engage 
in community outreach, and reflect together on faith-based or philosophical values 
that shape their lives.

Davies Fellows Maggie Dineen ’25 (pictured right) and Sophie Lange ’24 (pictured 
left) have developed a passion for interfaith work during their time at Queens 
and are using their fellowship with the Belk Chapel to cultivate meaningful 
conversation and community programming on campus. They decided to focus 
their research and experiential learning around Diwali and the Hindu community 
during the fall semester and planned a Sikh celebration on campus alongside the 
local Sikh community this spring. 

When asked about their motivation for the project and their research, both 
students reflected on the learning environment at Queens. 

“I am passionate about creating spaces that unite people from different 
backgrounds,” said Dineen. “Queens does such a great job of cultivating strong 
student leaders. Faculty and staff empower us to use our voices and explore our 
interests.” 

Lange’s interfaith involvement has shifted her perspective of international relations.  
“For a long time, I felt that religion had no seat at the table when it came to political 
discourse,” said Lange. “Now, I understand how contradictory that is. You must bring 
yourself to the table. It is crucial that we recognize that there are so many religious, 
cultural, and societal factors that influence how we make decisions overall.”

Moderated by Anna 
Quindlen:
Anna Quindlen is a prolific 
bestselling author, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist, and 

social critic. She is renowned for her nationally 
syndicated columns offering insightful and 
reflective commentary on social and political 
issues ranging from gender equality to current 
events that speak to readers directly and help 
them make sense of their lives.  

How to Know a Person: 
Bringing Humanity Back 
with

DAVID BROOKS
Moderated by Anna Quindlen

October 30, 2024 | 7 p.m.

Sarah Belk Gambrell 
Center for the Arts and 
Civic Engagement

About David Brooks:

David Brooks is a bestselling 
author, op-ed columnist at 
the New York Times, and 
recurring commentator on 
PBS NewsHour. He has a 
gift for bringing readers and 
audiences face-to-face with 
the spirit of our times with 
humor, insight, and quiet 
passion. He is a keen observer 
of the American way of life and 
a savvy analyst of present-day 
politics and foreign affairs 
whose columns are among the 
most read in the nation. 

His latest release, "How to 
Know a Person: The Art of 
Seeing Others Deeply and 
Being Deeply Seen," was 
written to speak to audiences 
of all kinds and is his attempt 
to repair America’s torn social 
fabric by giving us the tools we 
need to move beyond division 
and polarization and connect 
with others on an innately 
human level. 

We’re living in dire times. People don’t know 
their neighbors. We disregard someone’s 
entire personhood based on a single political 
view. Individualism often supplants social 
responsibility when it matters most. At 
the center of our many societal ills, David 
Brooks argues, is the fact that we simply 
don’t treat each other well. We’ve forgotten 
how to connect with one another on a 
human level. Fortunately, these skills are 
learnable and have far-reaching effects, from 
healing personal and familial relationships 
to making you a more effective leader and 
strengthening business impact. Based on his 
bestselling book, “How to Know a Person,” 
this talk is ultimately a guide to becoming 
a better person, living a more connected 
and fulfilling life, and repairing our torn 
social fabric.



An evening with

ABRAHAM 
VERGHESE
on the Future of Healthcare

February 11, 2025 | 7 p.m.

Sarah Belk Gambrell 
Center for the Arts and 
Civic Engagement

About Abraham Verghese:

Dr. Abraham Verghese 
is a bestselling author 
and prominent voice in 
medicine with a uniquely 
humanistic view of the future 
of healthcare. He received 
the National Humanities 
Medal from President Obama 
“for reminding us that the 
patient is the center of the 
medical enterprise.” Outside of 
healthcare, he is best known 
as a phenomenally successful 
author. His first novel "Cutting 
for Stone," topped the New 
York Times bestseller list 
for over two years, it was 
translated into more than 
twenty languages, and it is 
being adapted for film by 
Anonymous Content. Amazon 
named it one of its 100 Books 
to Read in a Lifetime.

In May 2023, he published his 
second novel, "The Covenant of 
Water," debuting as a New York 
Times bestseller. His memoirs 
include the award-winning 
"My Own Country" and "The 
Tennis Partner."

CONNECTED TO STUDENT LEARNING 
Recent Queens University graduate Dionisios Vrochides, M.D., Ph.D., MBA ’23, 
is no stranger to bold career moves. A professor of surgery, serving as chief of 
Atrium Health’s transplant oncology section and vice chair of the department of 
surgery since 2015, Vrochides has also been named executive director of IRCAD 
North America (IRCAD NA), a global hub for medical research, development and 
experiential surgical training.

Recognizing the critical role of business acumen in health care innovation, Vrochides 
enrolled in the flexible online MBA program through the McColl School of Business 
at Queens University. He was able to create a customized academic schedule that 
allowed him to continue caring for patients while furthering his education.

As the city of Charlotte undergoes massive transformation, Vrochides has also 
noticed a change in how students are educated today. “When I was a medical 
student, I was only taught about medicine. Today, institutions like Queens 
University and Atrium Health understand the importance of educating students 
and health care professionals in a holistic way, ensuring they are well-rounded 
and informed about other areas of the ecosystem around them.”  Vrochides’ 
studies were enriched by the insights of Will Sparks, Ph.D., Dennis Thompson 
Distinguished Chair and Professor of Leadership at Queens University. Sparks’ 
concept of “Actualized Leadership” emphasizes the critical role of self-awareness 
and stress management in maximizing leadership potential. The complex world 
of health care innovation requires not only strategic thinking but also the ability 
to lead effectively under pressure,  ensuring clear decision-making and optimal 
outcomes for both patients and institutions. 

Vrochides (center) 
at the Institute for 

Research into Cancer 
of the Digestive 

System (IRCAD) in 
France. Vrochides 

is the executive 
director of IRCAD 

North America.

Dr. Abraham Verghese, New York 
Times bestselling author, practicing 
physician and Stanford University 
professor, will discuss “The Caring 
in Health Care: Challenges and 
Opportunities in a Technological Era” 
as he shares insights into his early 
career journey and the evolution of 
healthcare. He will describe the crucial 
role of empathy in healthcare leadership 
and share how leaders can cultivate it 
within themselves and their teams.

Trained in infectious diseases and 
pulmonary medicine, he has long been a 
top thinker in healthcare. His TED talk “A 
Doctor’s Touch” has been viewed almost two 
million times, and is as meaningful now as 
the day he delivered it. During the COVID 
pandemic, his messages of appreciation, 
understanding and compassion for all in 
healthcare, and inspiration on how we go 
forward were widely appreciated. His dual-
pronged approach, incorporating both an 
appreciation of technological developments 
and a profound commitment to the sacred 
relationship between doctor/caregiver and 
patient, makes him a leading voice in the 
discussion about what quality care means 
now and in the future. 

"Institutions like Queens University and 
Atrium Health understand the importance 
of educating students and health care 
professionals in a holistic way, ensuring 
they are well-rounded and informed."

- Dionisios Vrochides, M.D., Ph.D., MBA '23



“Hearing Isabel Wilkerson’s 
words about ancestral 
recognition of those who 
came and suffered before 
us was extremely powerful. 
It reinforced my mission 
of honoring those who 
sacrificed their lives so that 
I can stand where I am 
today and be empowered 
to make changes in my 
community.”

Ryan Byrd ’24 (center)
President of the Black Student Union

“The opportunities to sit 
with Deepak Chopra, hear his 
stories and learn from him 
was the kind of experience I 
could go only get at Queens...

I was so incredibly honored to be asked to be part of the student-led 
discussion and could not have asked for a better experience. Chopra 
truly pushed us to critically think and be in touch with our minds 
and bodies, all while sharing his experiences and humor. Being a part 
of this event at Queens was incredible and something I will never 
forget or take for granted.” 

 – Eleanor Williamson ’24 
Communications and Interfaith Studies

pictured second from left

“I was honored to 
participate in this 
opportunity with Dan 
Buettner. Last May, I 
was able to study abroad 
in Costa Rica’s Nicoya 
Peninsula as part of 
Queens’ John Belk 
International Program. We 
were able to see firsthand 
why Costa Rica is one of 
the Blue Zones.”

Madelyne Zarzyski ’24 (left) 
Presbyterian School of Nursing

STUDENT EXPERIENCE:
Beyond the lectures
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PAST SPEAKERS 
More than thirty-five years of 
leadership and discourse

Isabel Wilkerson

Deepak Chopra

Dan Buettner




