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The following is not policy or recommendations from the University, but rather 
is intended to compile resources that may be helpful for members of our 
community. Queens is not certifying that this information is current or accurate. 

COVID-19 Financial Stimulus Package (CARES) 

What are the basics of economic stimulus payments to individuals approved by the US 
government? 

Congress’ bipartisan legislation provides $1,200 payments to adults with annual incomes up to 
$75,000, plus another $500 per child. Some Americans earning more than $75,000 will also receive 
money if they meet certain qualifications outlined below:  

• Reduced payments will go out to individuals making up to $99,000 a year (the payment
amount falls by $5 for every $100 in income above $75,000).

• Married couples are eligible for $2,400 if their adjusted gross income is under $150,000 a
year. Reduced payments, on a sliding scale, will go out to married couples who earn up to
$198,000/year. Married couples may receive an additional $500 for every child under 17.

• People who file as a “head of household” (typically single parents with children) are eligible
for $1,200 if they have an adjusted gross income below $112,500 a year. Reduced payments
on a sliding scale are available for heads of household earning up to $136,500 annually.
Heads of household may receive an additional $500 per child under 17.

Estimate your payment (calculator provided by the Washington Post). 

Note: Payments will be based on income filed in 2019 tax returns (or 2018 for those who have not 
yet filed their 2019 return).  

Who is excluded from receiving stimulus money? 

• Those with annual incomes higher than defined above.
• Anyone claimed as a dependent on someone else’s return. This often includes college

students if their parents pay for at least half of their expenses.
• People who don’t qualify based on their 2019 tax return, even if their current situation has

changed enough for them to qualify. However, some people may get a tax credit when filing
2020 taxes since the stimulus payment is technically an advance on a tax credit for 2020.

• People without a social security number, including unauthorized immigrants.
• Anyone in a family with mixed immigration statuses where some tax filers or their children

may use an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN).  There are exceptions for
members of the military.

How will I get my economic stimulus payment? 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/coronavirus-stimulus-check-calculator/?itid=lk_interstitial_manual_8
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The vast majority of people do not need to take any action. The IRS will calculate and automatically 
send the economic impact payment to those eligible. 

For people who have already filed their 2019 tax returns, the IRS will use this information to 
calculate the payment amount. For those who have not yet filed their return for 2019, the IRS will 
use information from their 2018 tax filing to calculate the payment. The economic impact payment 
will be deposited directly into the same banking account reflected on the filed return. 

For those who did not previously supply a direct deposit method, the US Treasury plans to set up a 
portal for individuals to provide banking information online in the coming weeks. 

How will my student loan payments be affected by the stimulus package? 

Congress did not wipe out any federal student loan debt, but they did give everyone a six-month 
break in payments. Until September 30, there will be automatic payment suspensions for any 
student loan held by the federal government and no interest will accrue from April to September 
2020. It may be hard to contact many of the loan servicers right now, so check your account online 
in the coming weeks. Once you are logged in, look for the current amount due. There, you should 
be able to see if the servicer has reset its billing systems so that you are showing no payment due 
and no accrued interest. 

Even though you are not required to make a payment, you may want to continue paying if you are 
able. 

For more information and advice regarding student loans, read: Forbes.com: What to Do About 
Your Student Loans During the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Crisis 

How does the stimulus package affect unemployment benefits? 

Though unemployment benefits vary by state, the stimulus package expanded who is eligible for 
benefits significantly, including potential eligibility for those who are self-employed and those who 
work in nontraditional sectors that employ many college students. The bill also added $600 per 
week for up to four months on top of state benefits for those qualifying for unemployment 
compensation due to COVID-19. Be sure to check your eligibility and find more information about 
how the CARES bill could help with unemployment compensation, by referring to your state’s 
Department of Employment website.  

US Department of Labor – Unemployment Benefits Finder (search by state) 

How does the stimulus package support immigrants? 

The CARES bill does not provide stimulus payments or unemployment compensation for 
undocumented immigrants. It does offer free coronavirus testing at government-funded 
community health centers regardless of immigration status. You do not to need to provide your 
immigration status to testers. Testing shortages have been reported at some of these facilities, 
however. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/advisor/2020/03/26/what-to-do-about-your-student-loans-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-crisis/#765ae3d31509
https://www.careeronestop.org/LocalHelp/UnemploymentBenefits/find-unemployment-benefits.aspx
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To find the nearest health center, go to: https://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/. 
Call your nearest health center first to find out the availability of COVID-19 screening and testing. 
Health centers can assess whether a patient needs further testing, which may be done over the 
phone or using telehealth. 

The Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA) passed in 1986 requires that anyone 
arriving at an emergency room/department be stabilized and treated regardless of insurance status 
or ability to pay. However, EMTALA does not provide any payment for these services. Therefore, 
individuals who are uninsured — and not eligible for emergency Medicaid — may be billed for this 
treatment. 

In Charlotte, the Latin American Coalition is staffing a Spanish-speaking hotline (980-320-3473). 
People may also contact them via email at info@mylac.org. They also have bilingual resources on 
their website at www.LatinAmericanCoalition.org and the Naturalize Charlotte project has 
resources available in several languages on there website: 
https://www.naturalizecharlotte.org/covid-19-resources. 

Where can I find additional resources regarding the COVID-19 economic stimulus package? 

IRS.gov Economic impact payments: What you need to know 

NC Senator Thom Tillis Economic Relief Resources 

New York Times: F.A.Q on Stimulus Check, Unemployment, and the Coronavirus Plan 

Charlotte Agenda: How much money will you get from the federal government’s $2 trillion 
stimulus? 

The missing piece in the coronavirus stimulus bill: Relief for immigrants 

Is additional stimulus legislation coming? 

Congress is considering future stimulus bills already. This legislation may address eligibility for 
immigrants, including unauthorized immigrants, as well as expanded health care coverage for those 
with Covid-19. Most major newspapers are offering their coverage of Covid-19 related issues free of 
charge, and you can keep up to date on information about legislative changes there 

How can I protect myself from COVID-19-related scams? 

Beware: there are always those who use any opportunity to prey on the public. Please be wary of 
unsolicited contact regarding stimulus payments, COVID-19 cures, products and even charity 
requests. 

The Federal Communications Commission offers the following COVID-19 Consumer Warnings and 
Safety Tips:  

https://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/
mailto:info@mylac.org
http://www.latinamericancoalition.org/
https://www.naturalizecharlotte.org/covid-19-resources
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payments-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.tillis.senate.gov/Aid-for-Individuals#anchor
https://www.nytimes.com/article/coronavirus-stimulus-package-questions-answers.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.charlotteagenda.com/212507/how-much-money-will-you-get-from-the-federal-governments-2-trillion-stimulus/
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/1/21197017/immigrants-coronavirus-stimulus-relief-bill
https://www.fcc.gov/covid-scams
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§ Do not respond to calls or texts from unknown numbers, or any that appear suspicious.
§ Never share your personal or financial information via email, text messages, or over the phone.
§ Resist if you are being pressured to share any information or make a payment.
§ Scammers often display spoof phone numbers to trick you into answering or

responding.  Remember that government agencies will never call you to ask for personal 
information or money.

§ Do not click links in a text message. If a friend sends you a text with a suspicious link that seems 
out of character, call them to make sure they were not hacked.

§ Always check on a charity before donating (for example, by calling or looking at its actual 
website).

If you think you have been a victim of a coronavirus scam, contact law enforcement immediately. 

Additionally, The US Treasury Department has this advice about stimulus payments scams: 

If you receive calls, emails, or other communications claiming to be from the Treasury Department 
and offering COVID-19 related grants or stimulus payments in exchange for personal financial 
information, an advance fee, or charge of any kind, including the purchase of gift cards, do not 
respond.  These are scams.  Please contact the FBI at www.ic3.gov so that the scammers can be 
tracked and stopped.   

Please note that the University has done its best to compile information that is valid and useful to 
you. That said, the University is not responsible for inaccurate or outdated information.  

https://www.fcc.gov/spoofing
https://home.treasury.gov/services/report-fraud-waste-and-abuse/covid-19-scams
http://www.ic3.gov/



